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PART I: 71¥n0 "nyu

INSTRUCTIONS

Congratulations to those who came to learning on time. Make sure that you read the accompanying sources
before you assemble your candy n'a'n "7 set. Reading and understanding the following sources are necessary
for knowing how to explain what you are creating. Good luck!

%

WHY DO WE HAVE A MITZVAH OF 2°1°» '7 AND WHY IS THIS 71¥2 ON SUKKOS?

Sefer HaChinuch Mitzvah 324

The roots of the mitzvah: As way of introduction, |
have already written that a person is impacted and
drawn after the actions he does consistently; his ideas
and desires follow his deeds- whether for good or for
evil. Therefore, since Hashem wants to bring merit to
His nation Israel whom He chose, He gave them
many mitzvos so that their souls would constantly be
molded for the better.

One of the examples which we were commanded in
order to capture our thoughts in purity is the mitzvah
of Téfillin: it should rest opposite the organs of
intellect, which are the heart and brain, and through
his wearing of Tefillin, one’s thoughts would then be
directed for good things and one will remember to be
careful throughout the day to act honestly and justly...
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Sefer HaChinuch Mitzvah 324 (cont.)

...So too the mitzvah of lulav with the other three
species represents this same idea. Sukkot is a time
of great joy for the Jewish people because it is the
time that crops and fruits are gathered into the house
and a time when people will rejoice. This is why it is
called “q9oxn an” (festival of gathering). Hashem
commanded His people to make a festival at this time
to give them the merit that the focus of their joy
should be for Hashem. Since unbridled joy can lead to
indulging in physical pleasures and a decrease in
one’s awe for Hashem, Hashem instructed us to take
in our hands items that would remind us that the
source of the joy is really Him. It is G-d’s will that the
reminder should be from the same items over which
we are celebrating (i.e. produce).

Mesech Chochma Vayikra 23:42

The Divine Torah contains some mitzvos which
direct a person against his nature, and other
mitzvos which follow human nature but distill and
purify it. Both of these types are found in the
mitzvos on the holiday of Sukkos: After a person
has worked in the field for the whole summer,
plowing, planting, weeding,
harvesting, gathering and he is
overjoyed with the fruits of his
labor, how sweet would it be for
him to rest in the comfort of his
house. Just then the Torah comes
and says, “Leave your permanent
structure and go into a temporary
dwelling!” This opposes human
nature so that a person will
sanctify his strengths and feelings.
This is why it says, “You must
make the festival of Sukkos.”
However there are some mitzvos
which are in line with human nature, just they
employ Divine wisdom. It is natural to celebrate the
ingathering of the harvest using the produce- just
as all nations do, thus the Torah outlines that it
should be done with the 4 species (n1'n '1) and
says, “Celebrate before Hashem for seven days.”
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WHAT DO THE 2°1°n 'T SYMBOLIZE?

Sefer HaChinuch Mitzvah 324

There is another lesson to be learned from the 4
species: they are compared to 4 main organs of the
human body. The esrog is the heart, the seat of our
thoughts and intellect to hint to us to serve Hashem with
our mind. The lulav is the spine to remind us to
straighten and direct our whole body to serving Hashem.
The hadas (myrtle) is like the eyes to hint to us that our
eyes should not stray, especially on this joyous day. The
aravah (willow) is like the lips which represent our power
of speech to remind to think before we speak and to
remember Hashem even in our time of joy.

Vayikra Rabbah (Emor 30:14)

The verse says, “You shall take for yourselves [the 4
species]” R Manny began his comments with the verse
in Psalms “All my bones will declare [who is like You,
Hashem].” This verse refers to the lulav: the spine of the
lulav (palm branch) is like the spine of a person; the
hadas (myrtle) is like the eye; the aravah (willow) is like
the mouth; the esrog is like the heart. King David (who
wrote Psalms) said these organs are the key organs and
represent the whole body; thus, [when we take the 'T
nan (4 species)] it is as if “All my bones” are praising
Hashem.
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Vayikra Rabbah (Emor 30:12)

“You shall take the esrog...” This refers to the
Jewish people. Just as the esrog has taste and
smell, so too are there Jews who have both
learn Torah (taste) and perform good deeds
(smell). “The branches of the date palm (lulav):”
just as dates have taste but do not have a
smell, so too are there Jews who learn Torah
but do not perform good deeds. “The branches
of the myrtle tree (hadas):” just as the hadas
has a smell but does not have a taste, so too
are there Jews who perform good deeds but do
not learn Torah. “And the brook willow
(aravah):” just as the aravah has neither a taste
nor a smell, so too are there some Jews who do
not learn Torah nor do they perform good
deeds. What does Hashem do with them- He
can’t destroy them; rather Hashem says “Tie
them together and each will atone for the other!”
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TRY TO PROCESS WHAT YOU JUST LEARNED

INSTRUCTIONS

Discuss the following questions. Refer back to the sources and pictures to help prove your points.

1. Why do you think Hashem gave us so many mitzvos? (Hint: look at the first quote from the Sefer HaChinuch)

2. Whatis your favorite mitzvah? Into which of the two categories in the Mesech Chochma do you think it falls?

3. What type of person does the esrog represent?

4. Why do you think the esrog is not bound up with the other three 2°1°» (species)?
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PART II: WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN a°1°n '3

Hiddur in the Four Species

e

1

|
| 5
| intact shoshanta -

= pitom \
in the center

opposite oketz |
skin not smooth,

pumps and ridges

broad at \
bottom,

narrowing

toward top

recessed oketz y .
single twin-leaf

rising from stem

top unbroken \

fresh and green

leaves not \
separated from
each other \

not less that sixty - \
leaves
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Hiddur in the Four Species

top intact

fresh green leaves

triple-leaved branch fully
covered by leaves

branch intact

not more berries
than leaves

medium-sized leaves

|
top leaf whole R

grew near a river
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branch has all
of its leaves

fresh green leaves

long, narrow,
smooth-edged leaves

red stem
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